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 “We are ourselves very much a part of nature,  
 not just separate from her which is what 
  people brought up to believe”
    -His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales

The Farmer and his Prince
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A !lm review by AZADEH FARAJPOUR-JAVAZMI
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Director and Producer : Bertram Verhaag
Production year: 2013
Length: 84 Minutes
Production company: Denkmal Film Verhaag, Germany 
Distributors:  Barnsteiner-Film (Germany),  Denkmal Film Verhaag (World-wide) (DVD)

Industrial agriculture is the main driver of climate 
change, loss of biodiversity, soil degradation and wa-
ter pollution. Organic agriculture takes a long-term 
approach towards sustainability, food security and 

human health. Organic agriculture recognizes the 
multi functionality of agriculture, like maintaining 
a prosperous environment, fertile soil and pure wa-
ter while producing healthy food to feed the world.
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“Der Bauer und sein Prinz - The Farmer and His 
Prince”, a 84 minutes colorful and harmonious 
movie, has been produced in 2013 by Bertram 
Verhaag . His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
and his farm manager David Wilson are the most 
prominent actors in this documentary. Bertram 
Verhaag, born 1944 in Poland, has been !lming 
documentaries for over 30 years and he is one of 
the few !lmmakers, who are consequently, per-
sisting and sustainably engaged exclusively in 

scienti!c, environmental and social subjects. His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales born 1948 in 
England, is the eldest child and heir apparent of 
Her Majesty the Queen. His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales has sought to raise world aware-
ness of the dangers facing the natural environ-
ment, such as climate change. As an environ-
mentalist, he was awarded numerous awards and 
recognition from environmental groups around 
the world. He is the owner of Duchy Home Farm.

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has a vision: 
he wants the world to be fed by organic agricul-
ture. To make his vision come true, he and his char-
ismatic farm manager David Wilson have been 
pursuing this goal for the last 30 years. Betram Ver-
haag followed them for more than !ve years and 
portrays this unique collaboration with impres-
sive images. “Der Bauer und sein Prinz- The Farmer 
and His Prince” illustrates interesting insights of 
the cooperation between His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales and his farm manager. Well-bal-
anced and peaceful nature impressions and land-
scapes give an additional detailed insight in the 
principles  and operation of organic agriculture.

A long time before the word “sustainability” was 
used , His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales re-
alised the importance of organic agricultural prac-
tices, but he was still uncertain about the right 
way. After seeing the ‘best practices’ that Prof. Dr. 
Vogtmann from Kassel University showed him, 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales decided to 
adopt these approaches in his own farm. “Duchy 
Home Farm” was converted to organic agriculture 
to encourage farmers to give up using poisons and 

to cultivate their land in harmony with nature. This 
example was and is a story of success, and farm-
ers from all over the country travel to the Duchy 
Home Farm to see and learn the principles of or-
ganic farming and how to convert their own farms. 

As well, this documentary demands viewers to 
rethink our way of treating nature and animals. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and Wil-
son demonstrate the importance of healing the 
environment and ecosystem of regional farms. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales tries to 
elaborate the crucial role of natural resources 
on people’s life. “His nails will always have a little 
dirt underneath” commented Dr. Vandana Shiva 
towards His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 
Dr. Shiva believes that he is a prince who has the 
soil integrated in his physical being as well as his 
soul. Human beings are part of the nature which 
they exploit to increase yield for human con-
sumption. However, spectators cannot only take 
from nature without an appropriate service in 
return. Almost extinct animals have to be recov-
ered in the regional !elds to increase biodiversity. 

“I call him `my friend 
who is the peasant 
Prince‘, because I 
think he thrives most 
on the land. His heart 
and soul is totally 
with the Earth.”

Dr. Vandana Shiva 
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Another important function of this movie is to 
raise social awareness of the importance of small 
scale farmers, who are driven away from their land. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales illustrates 
the urgent need to incline the development and 
the protection of small scale farms. Small scale 
farmers live in rural areas and are more vulner-
able due to"uctuating local market prices. Due 
to a low quality of infrastructures in rural areas, 
the local agricultural prices would be a!ected. 
The consequences are  poverty among farmers.
In conclusion, “Der Bauer und sein Prinz- The 

Farmer and His Prince” gives interesting insights 
in the cooperation between His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales and his farm manager David 
Wilson. Peaceful and harmonic nature impres-
sions support the central message, to reform 
agricultural practices and to maintain an intact 
environment in order to cope with big challeng-
es like climatic change and feeding a growing 
global population. His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales is presented in an entirely new light, 
which forces the viewers to throw all prejudices 
towards him and organic agriculture overboard.
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